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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because line 4 has two periods 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Page 2, line 2: "data.." ought to be amended to "data." 

Page 5, line 13: " network 1 14" ought to be amended to "network 106". 
Page 7, line 22: "device(s) 208" ought to be amended to "device(s) 204". 
Page 8, line 1: "device(s) 208" ought to be amended to "device(s) 204". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. The following quotations of 37 CFR § 1 .75(a) is the basis of objection: 

(a) The specification must conclude with a claim particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention or discovery. 

4. Claim 17 is objected to under 37 CFR § 1.75(a) as failing to particularly point out 
and distinctly claim the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention or 
discovery. 

Claim 17, lines land 2 has the phrase "providing the or more image files" which 
ought to be amended to "providing the one or more image files". 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shaffer 
et al. (US Patent 6,389,181 B2). 

Regarding claim 1 , Shaffer et al. discloses a computer data signal embodied in a 
propagation medium, comprising: 

a) a code segment ("machine-readable sequence of marks" as mentioned in 
col. 3, lines 55-57 also shown in fig. 2, num. 32 and mentioned in col. 4, lines 6-1 1 .) 
comprising information ("customer's identity" as mentioned in col. 3, line 53,54.) 
corresponding to a digital representation of an image (The customer's identity is 
associated with image source of fig. 2 or 3, numeral 32 as mentioned in col. 3, lines 53- 
55); and 

b) a code segment (Fig. 3, num. 52 is a series of programs.) comprising 
information corresponding to image meta-data (The program of fig. 3 ,num. 52 uses fig. 
3, num. 34:METADATA as an input.) associated with the image (The meta-data is 
associated with the image source of fig. 2, numeral 32 as mentioned in col. 4, lines 15- 
17.) and identified (Fig. 3, num. 38:PROCESSING GOAL determines which parts 62-72 
of fig. 3, num. 52 to use.) by applying a predefined image analysis algorithm (Fig. 3, 
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num. 38 PROCESSING GOAL generates a desired image.) to the digital representation 
of the image (image source of fig. 3, numeral 32). 

Regarding claim 2, Shaffer et al. discloses the computer data signal of claim 1 , 
wherein the image meta-data (fig. 2, num. 34: METADATA) comprises at least one 
searchable keyword ("searchable topics or specific information located in the customer 
profile 30" in col. 9, lines 8-10". Note that the customer profile has a customer name that 
can be searched.) 

Regarding claim 3, Shaffer et al. discloses the computer data signal of claim 1 , 
wherein the predefined image analysis algorithm (Fig. 3, num. 38:PROCESSING 
GOAL) comprises (Fig. 3, num. 38: PROCESSING GOAL determines which modules to 
use as mentioned in col. 6, lines 19-31 and "each processing module" process facial 
features as mentioned in col. 5, lines 63-65 and col. 6, lines 11,12.) a face recognition 
vector algorithm ("face recognition" as mentioned in col. 6, line 12.) 

Claim 4 is similar to claim 1 except for the limitation of an image file embodied in 
a computer-readable medium which is disclosed by Shaffer et al. as "software 
programs" in col. 6, line 3. 

Claim 5 has been addressed in claim 2. 

Claim 6 has been addressed in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 7, Shaffer et al. discloses an image capture device, comprising: 
a) image capture hardware (fig. 2, num. 14:PROCESSING FACILITY.) 

configured to capture an image (Image 6 of fig. 2 is inputted to fig. 2 ,num. 

4:PROCESSING FACILITY.); and 
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b) logic configured (fig. 2 and fig. 3) for: 

b1 ) generating a digital representation of the image (Fig. 2, num. 14 
outputs a digital representation of image 6 of fig. 2 to a database 20 which corresponds 
with figure 3 numerals 32,34,36, and 30.) the digital image representation comprising 
image data (Fig. 2, num. 32: PIXEL INFORMATION); 

b2) applying at least one predefined image analysis algorithm (Fig. 3, 
num. 38 PROCESSING GOAL) to the digital representation of the image (Fig. 2, num. 
14 outputs a digital representation of image 6 of fig. 2 to a database 20 for storage of 
associated image information 32,34,36 and 30.), the at least one predefined image 
analysis algorithm (Fig. 3, num. 38 PROCESSING GOAL) identifying (Fig. 3, num. 38 
identifies metadata 34 of fig. 3 for further processing 52.) meta-data (fig. 3, num. 34) 
corresponding to the image (Fig. 3, num. 32); and 

b3) combining ("attached" in col. 4, line 1 1) the meta-data (fig. 3, num. 
34) corresponding to the image with the image data (Fig. 3, num. 32) to define new 
image data (Fig. 3 numeral 34: METADATA is "attached" to 32: PIXEL INFORMATION 
as mentioned in col. 4, lines 1 1-15 as used to search for a photo collage as the new 
image data as mentioned in col. 9, lines 6-10.) 

Regarding claim 8, Shaffer et al. discloses the image capture device of claim 7, 
wherein the logic (fig. 2 and fig. 3) is software ("software programs" as mentioned in col. 
6, line 3) and further comprising a processing device (Fig. 2, num. 28 is a computer) for 
implementing the logic. 
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Regarding claim 9, Shaffer et al. discloses the image capture device of claim 7, 
wherein the logic (fig. 2 and fig. 3) is further configured for storing the new image data 
(Fig 2, num. 5 is a database for storing photo collages.) 

Regarding claim 10, Shaffer et al. discloses the image capture device of claim 7, 
further comprising a network interface device configured for communication with a 
communication network (Fig. 4, num. 90 is a computer system connected via a line to a 
communication network 92.) and wherein the logic is further configured (fig. 2 further 
includes a computer 28 and is shown in fig. 4, num. 90) for providing (A computer 
operator sends a request for a photo collage over the communication network 92.) the 
new image data (Fig. 2, num. 5 and corresponding figure 4, num. 102 is a database for 
storing photo collages.) to the communication network (fig. 4, num. 92). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Shaffer et al. discloses the image capture device of claim 7, 
further comprising an interface (fig. 88:KIOSK) configured for direct communication (fig. 
4, num. 92:INFORMATION COMMUNICATION) with a computer (Fig. 4, num. 94) and 
wherein the logic (Fig. 2 and fig. 3 contains a storage 5 that correspond with the storage 
of fig. 4, num. 102.) is further configured for providing the new image data (photo 
collage as the new image data as mentioned in col. 9, lines 6-10) to the computer (Fig. 
4, num. 94 has storage 102 that store the photo collage.). 

Claims 12 and 14 have been addressed in claim 5. 

Claim 13 is similar to claim 7 except for the following step that is disclosed by 
Shaffer et al.: 
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Identifying ("locate and find" as mentioned in col. 9, lines 5,6) a digital 
representation of an image ("metadata 34" in col. 9, line 8), the digital representation 
comprising image data ("metadata 34 [is] attached to each image [fig. 3, num. 32:PIXEL 
INFORMATION]" in col. 9, line 8.). 

Regarding claim 15 Shaffer et al. discloses the method of claim 13, wherein the 
step of identifying a digital representation of the image involves receiving (Locating and 
finding results in receiving processed pixel information 32 of fig. 3 into storage 48.) the 
image data (Fig. 3, num. 32:PIXEL INFORMATION). 

Regarding claim 16, Shaffer et al. discloses a method for searching image files 
having specific image meta-data, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving a search query (Database of fig. 1 , num 20 receive a search 
query as mentioned in col. 9, lines 12-14 from fig. 3, num. 64:GROUPING that provides 
a search process of the database as mentioned in col. 7, lines 54,55.) comprising 
information related to specific image meta-data ("metadata 34" is used with fig. 3, num. 
64:GROUPING as mentioned in col. 7, lines 53-55.) ; 

b) based on the search query (Fig. 3, num. 64:GROUPING is a search 
process as mentioned in col. 7, lines 54,55.), searching one or more image files 
("images are grouped" as mentioned in col. 7, lines 35,36.) comprising a source code 
segment ("customer identity [is a] machine-readable sequence of marks" as mentioned 
in col. 3, lines 55-57 also shown in fig. 2, num. 32 and mentioned in col. 4, lines 6-11.) 
comprising information corresponding to a digital representation of an image (Fig. 3, 
numerals 30-36) and a source code segment (Fig. 3, num. 52 is a program.) comprising 
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information corresponding to image meta-data (The program of fig. 3 ,num. 52 uses fig. 
3, num. 34: METADATA as an input.) associated with the image (The meta-data is 
associated with the image source of fig. 2, numeral 32 as mentioned in col. 4, lines 15- 
17.), the image meta-data (fig. 3, num. 34: METADATA) identified (Fig. 3, num. 
38:PROCESSING GOAL determines which parts 62-72 of fig. 3, num. 52 to use.) by 
applying a predefined image analysis algorithm (Fig. 3, num. 38 PROCESSING GOAL) 
to the digital representation of the image (image source of fig. 3, numerals 30-36); 

c) determining one or more of the image files ("images are grouped" as 
mentioned in col. 7, lines 35,36.) in which the source code segment ("customer identity 
[is a]machine-readable sequence of marks" as mentioned in col. 3, lines 55-57 also 
shown in fig. 2, num. 32:PIXEL INFORMATION and mentioned in col. 4, lines 6-11.) 
comprising information corresponding to image-data (Fig. 3, numerals 30-36) matches 
(Fig. 2, num. 32PIXEL INFORMATION is "attached or associated" to fig. 3, num. 
34:METADATA as mentioned in col. 4, lines 11-15.) the specific image meta-data (fig. 
3, num. 34: METADATA) in the search query (Fig. 3, num. 64:GROUPING is a search 
process as mentioned in col. 7, lines 54,55 uses "metadata 34" in col. 7, lines 53,54 
and "pixel information 32" in col. 7, line 61 for grouping images.). 
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Regarding claim 17, Shaffer et al. discloses the method of claim 16, further 
comprising the step of providing (Fig. 3, num. 64 outputs grouped data to another image 
process.) the one or more image files ("images are grouped" as mentioned in col. 7, 
lines 35,36.) that match (Fig. 2, num. 32PIXEL INFORMATION is "attached or 
associated" to fig. 3, num. 34: METADATA as mentioned in col. 4, lines 11-15.) the 
specific image meta-data (fig. 3, num. 34:METADATA) in the search query (Fig. 3, num. 
64:GROUPING is a search process as mentioned in col. 7, lines 54,55 uses "metadata 
34" in col. 7, lines 53,54 and "pixel information 32" in col. 7, line 61 for grouping the 
images.). 

Regarding claim 18, Shaffer et al. discloses the method of claim 16, wherein the 
image meta-data to (fig. 3, num. 34:METADATA) and the search query (Fig. 3, num. 
64:GROUPING is a search process as mentioned in col. 7, lines 54,55.) comprises at 
least one searchable keyword (An "image group" from fig. 3, num. 64 with "attached" 
metadata 34 is used to "derive searchable topics" as mentioned in col. 9, lines 6-9.). 

Claim 19 has been addressed in claim 16. 

Claim 20 was addressed in claim 18. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kumar et al. (US Patent 6,356,921 B1) is pertinent as teaching a method of using 
meta frame in fig. 5, num. 506 for a search engine 215 of fig. 2. 
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Kirsch et al. (US Patent 5,845,278) is pertinent as teaching a general use of a 
meta data search process of fig. 1 . 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis Rosario-Vasquez whose telephone number is 
703-305-5431 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Boudreau can be reached on 703-305-4706. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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